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well as the sides have been reshaped, and plas-
tered, and ornamented; so that the original
dimensions no longer remain. Within, however,
all is left in its first rude state, to perpetuate to
future ages the interesting fact which it is
thought to record.
Passing onward from hence, and ascending
through narrow pas_sages, over steps cut out of
the rock, and turning a little to the right, we
came to a chamber which the friars called, " La
Cucina delta Santa Madona" They here showed
us the chimney of the hearth on which Mary
warmed the food for Jesus, while yet an helpless
infant, and where she baked the cakes for her
husband's supper, when he returned from the
labours of the day.    This was an apartment of
the house, as they observed, in which the Son
of God lived so many years in subjection to
man; as it is believed by all that he was brought
up from childhood to manhood in Nazareth.
The fact of Joseph and Mary having resided
in this house, and used the very room in which
we stood as their kitchen, has nothing at all of
improbability in it; and as excavated dwellings,
in the side of a steep hill like this, would be
moresecure, and even more comfortable than
fabricated ones, it is quite as probable that this
might have really been the residence of the holy
family as of any other ; since it is here, in the